2io         English Printing

In the neighbouring county of Devon the Exeter
press, finally established after many vicissitudes in
1698 by Samuel Darker, is found busily at work in
1701, Darker having been joined by Samuel Farley,
whose relation to the Samuel Farley of Bristol offers
an opportunity to some cunning genealogist to reap
distinction. In 1701 Farley issued by himself John
Prince's Danmonii Orientates Illustres; or, The
Worthies of Devon, a work of 600 folio pages, with
coats of arms. It was certainly one of the largest
works printed at that time by any provincial press
outside the Universities. In point of workmanship
all that can be said for it is that it was no worse
than the bulk of the work turned out by provincial
presses ; and it furnishes its own criticism in a list
of errata on the last page, which closes with the
words, 'with many others too tedious to insert.1
Thomas Tanner, writing to Browne Willis in 1706,
says that he has heard of a bi-weekly paper printing
at Exeter. No copy of an Exeter paper of so early
a date is known.

In 1705 Farley was joined by Joseph Bliss, and
jointly they issued several books ; but the partner-
ship lasted a very short time, as by 1708 Joseph
Bliss had set up for himself in the Exchange.

On 24th September 1714, Samuel Farley issued
the first number of The Exeter Mercury, or Weekly
Intelligence of News, which in the next year he
transferred to Philip Bishop. In 1715 also Joseph
Bliss started a rival sheet called the Protestant